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Book by the Conservative Party in over four years
of office.

The country as a whole did not pretend to under-
stand the complexities of de-rating and of the Local
Government Act, but it did appreciate their great
importance.   This appreciation was evidenced by
the amount of newspaper comment on the proposed
legislation and on its author. What clearly impressed
observers at the time was the mastery which the
Minister exercised over these difficult technicalities,
and the pleasure which he undoubtedly took in their
unravelling and administration.   It was something
of a surprise to find a Minister who was technically
expert on the subject matter of his own Department.
"De-rating/7 noted a light-hearted journal at this
time, "is Mr. Neville's long suit ... he discussed its
intricacies and defended its mysteries with the enjoy-
ment of an Einstein rollicking with Relativity/' The
same paper noted that he did not suffer Socialist
jibes gladly, and that when he was angry he hit back
hard and straight in his shirt sleeves.  Mr. Chamber-
lain's success with the Local Government Act made
his succession to the Conservative Leadership and
the possibility of his Premiership a matter of more
confident prediction than had hitherto been the case.
It began to be seen that in this new England know-
ledge of local government and administrative ex-
perience  might  prove   a  better   qualification   for
leadership than the more showy background which
had been the traditional passport to political pre-
eminence.   This seems to have been recognized by
a contemporary who compared his belated rise to
political prominence with the brilliant beginnings
of his brother Sir Austen.  "In those plodding years
in Birmingham Neville had been thoroughly grounded
in Local Government, Housing, Rates, and all apper-
taining thereto;  and while  that  knowledge  and